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“Nobody better than Leonard Wood himself to describe what the Platt Amendment would mean for Cuba
in two sections of a confidential letter to his fellow in the adventure, Theodore Roosevelt, dated on
October 28, 1901:
 
“There is, of course, little or no independence left Cuba under the Platt Amendment. (…) the only
consistent thing to do now is to seek annexation.  This, however, will take some time, and during the
period which Cuba maintains her own government, it is most desirable that she should be able to
maintain such a one as will tend to her advancement and betterment.  She cannot make certain treaties
without our consent (…) and must maintain certain sanitary conditions (…), from all of which it is quite
apparent that she is absolutely in our hands, and I believe that no European government for a moment
considers that she is otherwise than a practical dependency of the United States, and as such is
certainly entitled to our consideration.  (…) With the control which we have over Cuba, a control which
will soon undoubtedly become possession, (…) we shall soon practically control the sugar trade of the
world.  (…) the island will (…) gradually become Americanized and we shall have in time one of the
richest and most desirable possessions in the world.””
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